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The participants of the session were asked to write down the name of their country and the three most 

important challenges related to Lung Cancer.  

RESULTS 

COUNTRY CHALLENGE #1 CHALLENGE #2 CHALLENCE #3 

Argentina Access to care Access to treatment Respect for Patient Rights 

Australia Inequities in Indigenous 

LC treatment and 

outcomes 

Funds Lack of research 

Austria Prevention smoking cessation non smoking law 

Croatia Education how to live 

with Lung Cancer 

How to chose the right 

therapy 

Late diagnosis 

Denmark Poor tobacco-control Patient involvement 

could be better 

Late diagnosis for low-income 

patients 

Ethopia Lack of capacity in 

medical personnel 

Lack of access to drugs 

for LC 

Lack of access to technology 

for screening or treatment 

Germany Costs Different health supply Differences in diagnostic 

India Tobacco cessation Affordability Access to treatment 

Italy  Screening difficult access to 

therapy 

Geographical differences in 

access to therapies 

  Difficult access to 

therapy 

Difficult access to 

clinical trial 

Poor screening program and 

tobacco control 

Japan Few clinical trials Patient literacy Tobacco control 

  Cost of immuno therapy Patient advocacy events 

Lung Cancer awareness 

Improvement of principle of 

anti-cancer action 

Malaysia Public education Diagnosis Access to treatment 

Malta Patient care after 

treatment 

   

Mexico Equal access to care Access to cutting edge 

medicines and treatment 

  

Netherlands Standard testing Acess to inovative 

medicine 

Stigma 

Norway Follow up after treatment 

with symptoms 

Diagnose delay Stigma 
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COUNTRY CHALLENGE #1 CHALLENGE #2 CHALLENCE #3 

Poland Early diagnosis Access to innovative 

treatment 

Psychological help and 

guidance through the treatment 

Romania Cancer distress Stigma Tobacco control 

  Prevention  screening survivorship 

  National Lung Cancer 

control plan 

Patient advocacy Education, awareness of public 

Slovenia Early diagnosis Access to novel 

treatments 

psychosocial care 

South Korea Work environment  Tobacco control Diagnosis 

  Out of pocket money - 

Public insurance 

    

Sweden Early diagnosis Accomplish a standard 

flew for diagnosis when 

lung cancer is suspected 

Equal care all over the country 

Taiwan Prolong survival Cost / reimbursement 

policy 

Treatment algorithm 

  Patient advocacy     

Turkey Prevention Treatment drugs Genetic testing 

United 

Kingdom 

Early diagnosis Cost Stigma 

  Geographical availability 

of treatments 

Geographical variations 

in presentation 

Source of funds 

  Access to right specialists Treatment options After treatment care/support 

  Information     

United States 

of America 

Limited access to lung 
experts or well informed 
care 

Limited education for 
Patients/Carers 

Cost of cancer care 

  Affordability  dx /MD avoidance by 
patients 

Caregiver support  

  Keeping up with new 
therapy 

Lack of social support Accelerating research 

  Access to care Awareness   

 

 

 

 



21.2.2017           4 

In addition to the results of this interactive session the outcome of the online survey focussing on the 

same question was presented. 161 participants in 21 countries were included. 

RESULTS 

COUNTRY CHALLENGE #1 CHALLENGE #2 CHALLENCE #3 

Europe Treatment access and 
reimbursement 

Lack of info and stigma Late diagnosis 

Austria Smoking habit Prevention   

Argentina Treatment available Tobacco consumption Late diagnosis 

Australia Lack of research 
funding 

Stigma Lack of screening 

Canada Geographical access to 
treatment  

Awareness Access to innovative tretment 

Croatia Late diagnosis Access to innovative 
treatment 

  

Denmark Access to innovative 
treatment 

Late diagnosis Awareness and information 

France Access to innovative 
treatment 

Price Research funding 

Germany Access to treatment Molecular testing Access to specialist centers 

India Access to innovative 
drugs 

Awareness Late diagnosis 

Ireland Late diagnosis Pollution and smoking Education 

Israel Survival Finding a cure Quality of life 

Italy Access to innovative 
treatment 

Information Stigma 

Japan Lack of information 
about drugs 

Lack of psychological care Smoking rate too high 

Lithuania Access to treatment Late detection   

Mexico Stigma Late diagnosis   

 

 

 



21.2.2017           5 

 

 

What should authorities do to improve this situation? 

 

 
 

 

COUNTRY CHALLENGE #1 CHALLENGE #2 CHALLENCE #3 

Netherlands Cost of treatment Patient care  Smoking and air pollution 

New Zealand Access to treatment Price   

Norway Late diagnosis Access  Lack of research funding 

Poland Late diagnosis Access to innovative 
treatment 

  

United Kingdom Late diagnosis Lack of awareness Access to innovative drug 

United States of 
America 

Stigma Research funding Screening 

 
1. Regulating prices of drugs and make 

them available for everyone 

2. Increasing funds 

3. Establishing routine chest X-ray and 
CT scan 

4. Reducing time to register new drugs 

5. Providing life saving drugs at least 
on trial  

6. Don’t cut the budget  in the health 
area  

7. Increasing education on the fact that 
also non smokers can get lung 
cancer 

8. Commissioners need to work closely 
with providers, HCPs and patient 
representatives.  

9. Implementing national guidelines 

10. Ban smoking  

11. Improve quality of air  

PUT THE  

LUNG CANCER  

IN THE GLOBAL  

HEALTH AGENDA  
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Conclusion  

Despite the important findings generated by the online survey and the results of the interactive session, 

we concluded that the study lacked appropriate representation, which would enable us to extract 

evidence-based conclusions that are resource stratified. Only 6 out of 161 participants surveyed came 

from low or middle-income countries. The study needs to be expanded to include greater representation 

from low and middle income countries, where roughly 60% of all new lung cancer cases and deaths 

occur. It is important to highlight the significant challenges existant in the developing world in terms of 

availability of reliable data and access to affordable quality early detection, treatment and palliative care 

services. Nevertheless, there are common issues which apply to both resource settings, namely the need 

to increase public spending on effective education and prevention, as well as improving access to 

affordable diagnosis and treatment, while reducing stigma. There was a general understanding that there 

is no one-size fit-all approach, and that learning from the specific constraints of lung cancer patients in 

different resource settings was essential to the developmnet of practical, cost-effective and financially 

feasible interventions and recommendations tailored to specific country realities. 
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